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KEEPING IN TOUCH
SPRING 2010

Following one of the harshest winters for many years it is
good to see the green shoots of spring.

Winter brought its challenges with heating systems off and
difficulty in ensuring sufficient supplies of grit but | hope

you will agree we managed to get through it.

Programme of Works

An update of our programme of works.

Alpha Court

x All the upgrading works to the communal areas are
complete including the boiler works.

x The programme to convert studios into 1 bedroom
apartments has started.




Edel Quinn House

x The replacement of the fire alarm system is now
complete.

x The upgrading works to the communal areas has
started.

Gerard Corr House

X Improvements to the main entrance access are now
complete.

x Programme for the upgrading of the communal areas
has been approved

Laurence Deacon Court

X The upgrading of the communal areas is now well into
its programme and will be finished with  inthe next 2to 3
months.

St Columbas Close

x The replacement of some  boilers and pumps is now
complete.

x Currently looking at a programme to improve access
arrangements around the development




Oaklands

x We have completed 60% of the kitchen replacement
programme.

x Acquired an additional dwelling for rent.

Tenants Forum

We have recently held our second meeting of the
Tenants Forum in which a representative from each
ALPHA development is able to meet Main Board
representatives for a general exchange of information on
topics of mutual interest.

The Forum is chaired by Sue McCall (Main Board
Member).

The current representatives from the schemes are as
follows:

Gordon Hough & The Mount

Albert Wright o Manor House

Iris Crane (David Catterall deputising) o The Court
Les McKenna & Hesslewell Court / Red Dale
Nora Mellor & Gerard Corr House

Fred Pulford & Alpha Court

Geoff Hensby & Edel Quinn House

Betty Milligan & Oaklands

No representative from Laurence Deacon Court or St
Columbas

X X X X X X X X X



TENANT
SERVICES
AUTHORITY

TSA Six National Standards

The social housing regulator 6 The Tenants Services
Authority (T.S.A.), the organisation that regulates ALPHA,
has just established a new framework of six national
standards. These standards, ALPHA will be expected to
meet relate to the following: -

Tenant involvement

Repairs and maintenance
Allocation and rents
Neighbourhood and community
Valu e for money

Governance and financial viability

X X X X X X

All these are items that, you, the tenants can have a say.

As part of the process we will be de livering a customer
survey to you which we hope you will complete and
return the envelope provided. Your views are valued.

Vacancies

We have a number of vacancies in our schemes
throughout Wirral. If you know of anyone who may be
interested please let us know.

[VACANCIES!



*BREAKING NEWS**

ALPHA has reached agreement with Anchor to take over
two of their schemes.

x Bedford Road in Rock Ferry, Birkenhead
and
x Willow Court in Winsford, Cheshire.

Further details will follow in the next newsletter.

Poppy Appeal o Update

To commemorate VE Day here are a couple more
extracts from the War stories we collected from residents
earlier this year:

oWhen we came out of the shelter we were amazed with
the devastation. In Mallaby St reet there were buses on
their sides, the avenue cinema had been destroyed,
houses at the back of us on Park Road North and in
Mallaby Street were just heaps of rubble. 11 people were

killed just around wusbé.

0OThe soci al | i fe throughdumet my s
my Royal Marine husband who hailed from Aberdeenshire

I n Scotl and. Al | i n all it was 3

have missed?d.




%) ALPHA COURT. WALLASEY (SALE:

25% January o A Scouse lunch was held for residents
they were joined by residents from Edel Quinn and
Gerard Corr. Everybody thoroughly enjoyed the day,
there was also a raffle in which £60 was raised for the
tenantds social fund.

2nd February o The ALPHA Board visited the scheme and
met with several tenants in the lounge for drinks and
nibble s.

8t February o Lancashire Cricket Club came in to give
a free afternoons entertainment d fully enjoyed by all
who attended.

10th March & Bon Marche Ladies Fashion held a sale in
the lounge; several residents placed orders which were
delivered the same day. Sandwiches were available
afterwards.

22d March o St Davidos Pandi c8®D s D
celebrations in the lounge, 8 residents fro m Laurence

Deacon Court also attended. There was a choice of

|l ri sh stew and colcannon potato
and a raffle was also held, £67 was raised for the

tenants social fund.

234 April O Resi dent s wi | | cel ebrimt e S

the lounge with a Roast beef dinner. Cost will be £3.00.



January 90 A new fire alarm system was installed in Edel
Quinn House . A soup and sandwich lunch is held in the
lounge every other Friday for all residents. Bingo is also

held twice a week.

BING O

February 0 Residents enjoyed a very interesting talk by
Victim Support. Card Bingo has been restarted on
Friday nights.

March 6 The communal areas and lounge are in the
process of being redecorated. There is also an Easter

Raffle arranged for 30 t March. f
\ /

April 8 There wa s a Fish & Chip lunch for residents in the
lounge on the 1 st April. A Scouse evening was organised

for 8t April, there was also entertainment.




MANOR HOUSE, BROMBOROUGH

Well we had alot of snow! ! |l t didndot stop
ourselves though. We kept up the supply of bread and
milk and lots of team spirit was had by all.

x We have started a Fish & C hip club every Friday at 12
noon, the chip shop delivers and between 12 o0 18
residents enjoy a Friday treat!

x Albert Wright booked the Lever Singers and paid for a
lovely buffet for everyone to enjoy, what a wonderful
evening, thank you Albert.

x Snowdrops & Crocus Day Trip was a lovely day out.
Sally Melia and Violet True also celebrated birthdays in
Mar ch, they were both 98 years young! Both ladies
enjoyed lots of fun and laughter.

x Residentd ®njoyed an Easter Fayre which included an
Easter Bonnet Parade, £160 was raised in the raffle
which had some lovely prizes.

x A trip to Llangollen has been organised for 30  t April,
with a trip on the steam train.

x Bingo is held every Thursday at 2pm and there is a
Bacon Butty morni ng held on the 2 nd Tuesday of every
month.




THE MOUNT, BEBINGTON

December 31 st 8 Residents organised a New Year get
together in the lounge, some came in fancy dress,
everyone had a lovely night seeing in 2010.

February 10 th § Agnes prepared a cooked breakfast for
residents before the Rent Review meeting.

March 17 th & Residents and visitors from Oaklands,
Manor House and Hesslewell Court came together to
celebrate St Patricks Day . They all enjoyed Spare Ribs
with Cabbage and Potatoes, followed by Irish Bingo
and a Beetle Drive.

March 30 th d There was a lovely day to Southport Floral
Hall for a meal and then entertainment at the Old Time
Music Hall. After wards residents enjoyed refreshments
with Easter Bingo and a raffle.

April 1std Residents enjoyed a Hot Cross Bun morning.

April 9t 8 A Spring Buffet was held which also included
Music Mix entertainment.

Bingo still continues every Tuesday at 7.00pm.
Residents are now preparing to fill the flower pots for

the gardens and patio. We are hoping for nice weather
SO we can enjoy some ear
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GERARD CORR HOUSE, WALLASEY R

x January 28 h d Residents enjoyed Vegetable Soup and
a Tiger roll followed by Tea and Biscuits.

x February 14th 8 Ther e was a Valentineds
lounge with a buffet and  drinks; there was also a fancy
dress, a raffle and spot the ball.

x March 1st 8 Resi dent s enj oyed N‘or ah
Birthday Party in the lounge; there was a buffet and
drinks.

X March7thdMr s Lyt h Birhday Pag&yOwas held in
the lounge. Residents were joined by members of her
family and enjoyed a buffet and drinks.

x March 22 nd § A few residents went to Alpha Court for St
Patricks Day and St Davidos Day
Bake or Irish stew, there were also drinks and a raffle.

x March 24 1 § Residents went to a Rotary Club Dinner at
Mosslands School where they enj oyed a lovely meal
and entertainment.

x March 25t d A Fish and Chip supper, with drinks, was
enjoyed in the lounge.

x Bingo is held on Wednesday and Friday nights and
there is an Art Class on Wednesday afternoons.

BA




January saw some bad weather and kept a lot of
people indoors, so we had film afternoons in the
lounge, with homemade soup one day, popcorn and
nibbles on another day. This helped pass away the
afternoons.

18t February d We had Afternoon Tea and a quiz in the
lounge.

17t March o We celebrated St Patricks Day with
homemade Spare Rib  Soup; there was also music and
a quiz.

31st March 0o Residents enjoyed Hot Cross Buns. “

1st April @ There was an Easter Tea and raffle in the
lounge.

We have coffee mornings every  Wednesday; this differs
from Tea, Coffee and Biscuits to Toast, Crumpets,
Scotch Pancakes or Bacon and Sausage.

Bingo is held every Wednesday evening and a Church
service once every month.

Forthcoming events are 12 t May 06 Spring Fayre, 18t
August 0 Strawberry Fayre and Raffle
W/,
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LAURENCE DEACON COURT,
BIRKENHEAD

x Residents celebrated St Patricks Day in the lounge, they
enjoyed Scouse and French Bread followed by Jelly &
Ice Cream and refreshments.

x Due to ongoing renovations at Laurence Deacon Court
there hasnodét been the chance
events.

Once works are completed social events will be
organised for the coming months.
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PLEASE BEAR WITH US
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The year sta rted slowly, the heavy snow falls  put off our
visiting choir, they eventually arrived in February and we
enjoyed a lovely afternoon of songs from many musical
shows, Sutton Wood Choir also gained a new choir
member who has been to weekly practice ever since.

x The Library continues to visit every month bringing a
good selection of books.

x The Fish Man calls weekly and our Lunch Club is going
well d anyone interested in joining us for lunch please

contact Denise on 0151 334 0191.

x Bacon Butties and Tea & Toast are ongoing every other
week & more residents attending would be most
welcome.

Forthcoming Events:
x Strawberry Tea

x Summer Fayre
x BBQ

Please keep an eye on the Notice Board for more details.
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